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Young Zeke Burkhead sang “God Bless America” in the
memorial service, a song taught to him by Martha Cone in the
Child Enrichment Center of First United Methodist Church.

Photo/Shawn Jarrard

the start of the service, they
were greeted with a bright and
lively slideshow of pictures
highlighting many joyous
moments of Martha captured
throughout the course of her
life.

Cone was a native of
Blairsville and graduated from
Union County High in 1956,
after which she attended Young
Harris College.

She taught elementary
school in Marietta, but put her
career on hold in 1960, when
she married Mickey Cone
and soon after had her first
child, Scott Cone, followed
by son Todd and daughter
Mary Neil.

In 1970, Martha began
college once more, driving
to and from Dahlonega each
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day in order to further her
education as well as take care
of her children.

Before long, Cone had
earned her bachelor’s degree,
which reignited her teaching
career. She taught at Union
County Elementary for 20
years, during which time she
attained her master’s degree in
education before retiring from
the school system.

“After a short rest, if you
will, she became the director of
the CEC 20 years ago,” said
Scott Cone, who eulogized
his mother. “She’s been the
director there ever since, and
what a blessing that was for her
and each and every one of the
parents and the children. She
loved every one of you.”

Loving, kind, genuine,
patient — those are just a few
of the words that Scott and
First United Methodist Rev.
Mark Burgess used to describe
Martha during the memorial
service.

Those who knew Martha
understood that smiling was,
for her, an everyday affair.

And those in attendance
last Thursday smiled, too,
when Scott further described
his mother as a “servant-
leader,” both in the observance
of her Christian faith and as a
member of her community.

Cone was in the middle

of her second elected term on
the Blairsville City Council
when she passed, and the
council rescheduled its regular
monthly meeting from May
2 to May 9 in light of her
untimely death.

Ever an active and
passionate voice in city
meetings, Cone will certainly
be remembered as a highly
participatory council member.

She left her mark not
only on the hearts of the many
children she educated over
the years, but in the policies
that she helped to craft as a
key stakeholder in her own
hometown.

“We’ve lost a great
community leader, a person
who loved her community,”
said Blairsville Mayor Jim
Conley. “She loved her church,
she loved her job at the church
as the director of the CEC. She
loved every new set of kids that
came to her every year.”

Added the mayor: “T’'ll
miss her from being on the
council, all of us will.”

Cone’s seat on the
council will remain vacant
until the city can hold a special
election, the date for which the
council will decide shortly.

This is an election year
for the City of Blairsville,
and it’s likely that the special
election will take place
alongside the regular election
in November.

The memorial service
for Martha Cone came together
with the help of JoAnn
Strickland, Jean Rogers,
Barry and Lynn Varian, Nick
Frechette, Jeff Bauman, young
Zeke Burkhead, Keith DeFoor
and Rev. Mark Burgess.

Martha was preceded in
death by her husband Mickey,
and is survived by:

Daughter and son-in-
law Mary Neil and Jeff Edge;
son and daughter-in-law Scott
and Cathy Cone; son Todd
Cone; grandchildren Jeb Edge,
Mary Kate Martin, Hannah
Edge, Kayley Huhl, Miller
Cone and JoAnna Cone; sister
Mary Ruth Cook; sister and
brother-in-law Claudene and
Ted Smith; brother and sister-
in-law Melvin and Trisha
Cook.

In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested donations
be made to The Gideons
International at P.O. Box 521,
Blairsville, Georgia 30514.

Many moments from Cone’s life were on full display that Thursday, and everyone marveled at

the joy she exuded. Photo/Shawn Jarrard
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio *

Art Classes

(706) 835-1257

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

A 4N Longarm Quilting
A
s

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

GAFNS BNE FURNISENGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

_‘ Southeast Geothermal
& & Spray Foam

Y 706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Monday Thursday'11AM 9PM
Frlday & Saturday 11AM-1 Obm

Sunday 11am-3Pm
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Spring Break at Trackrock Stables

April 10-14

Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252
Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

www.Trackrock.com

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Blifids

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-

ial Corporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia

Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com
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706-400-5674

Impact Design,

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street « Blairsville, GA 30512

Laser Engraving « Custom Apparel « Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co
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SOLUTIONS

of North Georgia

| Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

BRASSTOWN PHARMACY

706-745-2303

Locaren At 23B Mureny Hwy BLamsvieee GA

atat

We now have a small business
center in your local at&t store.
Come in and see Shannon Richards!
132 N Main St #107,
Hiawassee, Ga 30546

706-896-7999

Sandra Nix
Custom Cakes
Cakes & Cu}?caﬁes

fO?’ cmy

S}oecm( Occasion
Gluten Free Available

Tax Probleme? Tax Colutione!

SOLUTIONS

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Senving North Geongia for 30 years
417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N

Blairsville & Surrounding Areas

917-595-7230

BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

North Georgia Sales LLC

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30  Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net * (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect
combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.




